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FRECLAIMING OUR GAY PAST 


AN INTERVIEW WITH 


AEOLIUS WORDSMITH 


By Don Graves 


Editor's Note: On March 23 and 30, 

the Lambda Center will present Aeolius 
Wordsmith in two evenings of gay story- 
telling. These will be the first public 
performances of Mr. Wordsmith in this 
area and also the first dramatic per- 
formances at the Lambda Center. A 
different show will be presented each 
night. Don Graves interviewed Word- 
smith to find out what audiences can 
expect. 


Don Graves: Mr. Wordsmith, first of all 
I can't believe that Aeolius Wordsmith 

is your real name. 

Aeolius Wordsmith: But itis. It's not 
the name my parents gave me, or even 
the name I use most often. But whem 
I'm on stage I am Aeolius Wordsmith 
because that's whatI do: the name 
means oral storyteller. 





Rita Addessa, executive director of 
the Philadelphia Lesbian and Gay Task 
Force will be our speaker on March 24th. 


D.G.: There are all kinds of story- 
tellers these days. What's different 
about you and your work? 

A.W.: My stories are not ring-around- 
the-campfire stuff. What I've tried to 
do is recreate the epic storytelling of 
the ancient Greeks and Celts, 

D.G.: Why? 





A.W.: Because as gay people our actual 


history is sketchy and our mythic past 
almost non-existent. This is true of no 
other minority, only us. I could tell 
stories from Greek mythology and other 
sources but preferred to create a new 
mythology for ourselves as a gay people, 
a gay tribe, today. To do that, the 
stories of 'Exile Song’ are similar to 
those of Moses and the Hewbrews, which 
are just as applicable to gays today as 
those others were to Jews thousands 
continued on page 4 


NEXT MEETING 


The meeting will be held at 2:00 p.m, 
at the Lambda Center. 
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On BECOMING A WHOLE PERSON 


BY LUKE DUNN 


To me, one of the most difficult, 
and important, challenges in being gay 
is trying to live my life as a whole 
person, with integrity. 

As gays, we many times feel we 
have to hide certain aspects of our lives. 
And many times, depending upon our 
circumstances, we do, 

This secrecy can range from not 
mentioning the name of the bar where 
we go dancing to avoiding mention of 
the gay denomination where we worship 
to not discussing our relationship with 
a lover. 

Now a little caution is a good thing, 
at least in my book. There is no reason 
to give the intolerant and prejudiced 
information to use against us, except 
when a stand needs to be taken. But 
at the same time, constantly denying 
ourselves, especially out of blind fear, 
is self-destructive. 

It's not hard to pick out the gays 
who live their lives in fear. Their lives 
are stunted. They never really share 
anything of meaning with others. They 
cut themselves off from those they love, 
becoming lonely and removed. They 
never develop honest, healthy relation- 
ships with those they would like to know 
better. I know. Iwas one of them, 

When we get to the point where we 
are afraid to be seen at the movies with 
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a member of the same sex or to discuss 
a novel we enjoyed with a friendly co- 
worker because the book had a gay 
theme or, God forbid, afraid to be seen 
going into our own home with a date-- 
because the neighbors might ''know''-- 
things have gotten pretty bad. This is 
fear at its worst--being afraid of the 
little, everyday aspects of our lives. 

Don't get me wrong. I'm no tower 
of courage and openness. I choose who 
I will share myself with very carefully. 

But I strongly feel sharing is worth 
the risk. Itis vital. I can never have 
a worthwhile, nurturing relationship 
with another person if I am constantly 
hiding a major portion of my life from 
him or her. 

I've recently shared the fact of my 
gayness with some old friends, some 
straight friends, from high school days. 
I've also taken this risk with some 
people at work. I've been very fortunate. 
In every case, it has only served to 
renew or strengthen our relationships. 
Things may be a bit awkward at times, 
because we are now being open and 
honest with each other. But it is worth 
it. Our friendships are more real. 

But sharing is not easy. We can 
just as easily be rejected. And that's 
not easy to take. Then, I suppose, we 
have to comfort ourselves with the fact 


Tie Le-Hi-Ho Newsletter is published 
monthly by Le-Hi-Ho. It assumes no liabili- 
ty for errors beyond the printing of a re- 
traction or correction. Opinions expressed 
in articles or letters are those of the 
authors and do not necessarily reflect 
those of Le-Hi-Ho. Inclusion of the name 
of any person or organization should not be 
taken as an indication of sexual orienta- 
tion. Le-Hi-Ho assumes no responsibility 
for the quality of goods or services pro- 
vided by its advertisers or those listed 
in the Resource Section, 








Wy OMANEWS 








ACTIVITIES 





TO GET YOU THROUGH 


THE LAST OF WINTER 
BY KIPPIE BRACKEN 


As we all know, March can be full 
of surprises. Just when you think 
spring has finally arrived, a freak snow- 
storm whips up and the old ''cabin-fever 
blues'' return. 
to keep you occupied until the roses start 
to bloom; 

Two new books worthy of your 
attention recently crossed my desk. 

I enjoyed them both tremendously, 
and you might too. 

FAULTLINE, by Sheila Ortiz 
Taylor (Nadia Press Inc.), is an out- 
rageously funny novel about Arden Ben- 
bow, a lesbian mother with six children, 
three hundred rabbits and a six-foot- 
tall Black drag-queen housekeeper 
named Wilson Topaz. The novel is 
written in the style of a family narrative 
and traces the many adventures of Arden 
and her very unconventional family. 

The author, Ms. Taylor, was born in Los 
Angeles. Her mother was a yo-yo 
painter and her father was a tap dancer. 
FAULTLINE is her first novel, and 
hopefully, it won't be her last. 

THE LADIES, by Doris Grumbach 
(E. P. Dutton Inc.), is based on the 
lives of Eleanor Butler and Sarah 
Ponsonby, two well-born eighteenth 
century ladies who defied the conventions 
of their Irish homeland and eloped as a 
married couple. Eleanor and Sarah 
eventually settled in Wales and became 


known throughout Britain, and history, 


as the ''Ladies of Llangollen." Their 
home, "Plas Newydd," was a haven for 
such luminaries as Edmund Burke, 
William Wordsworth, Walter Scott and 
Horace Walpole. Grumbach's retelling 


Here are a few suggestions 


of their story is touching and imaginative 
and gives the reader an opportunity to 
enter the unique world of these two ex- 
ceptional women, 

If reading isn't your cup of tea, 
how about theater? A grou of local 
women are planning an evening of literary 
theatricals. This tenative date is April 
13th. The presentation will be a re- 
creation of Natalie Barney's famous salon 
in Paris. This is a women-only event, 
by invitation only. If you want to 
participate in the evening or attend the 
performance, phone 776-1480 for details. 
If you've ever wondered what life in 
"Gay Paree'' was really like, this is 
your chance to find out. 

Every spring the Muhlenberg College 
radio station (WMUH-FM) is turned 
over to Lehigh Valley citizens for the 
Community Radio Broadcasting Program. 
Programming is by the local population 
and covered topics range from pop to 
rock to community issues. The program 
director is in urgent need of volunteers 
to assume the responsibilities of the 
‘'Women's Radio'' show. The show 
usually runs for two hours, one night a 
week, This program was a huge success 
in past years and has featured women's 
music, interviews with local women, 
news items and women's history. Broad- 
cast experience is not needed, as training 
will be provided by the station. All you 
need to get involved is energy, a sense 
of responsibility and a desire to bring 
women's music and issues to Lehigh 
Valley listeners. For more information 
about the WMUH ‘Women's Radio" show, 
contact the program director at 433-5957. 


a 





AN INTERVIEW ... 


continued from pg. 1 


of years ago. We are and were both 
minority tribes defining ourselves to 

give us strength and pride in who we 

are and what we can do. This is a unique 
moment in our history, and I am simply 
one of a procession of gay men and women 
who are helping to define our identity. 

To show just how special this process 

is, my stories are in the oral tradition. 
D.G.: What do you mean by that? 

A.W.: I mean they are not written down. 
They were created verbally and memo- 
rized by oral repetition. They are not, 
and will not be, recorded by any means, 
written or electronic. 

D.G.: Doesn't that take a lot of work, 

to keep them memorized? 

A.W.: I repeat them every day sol 
won't forget or change them. If someone 
wants to learn them, they will do it the 
same way, by oral repetition. Homer 
created and memorized thousands of lines 











BYLINE 

continued from page pg. 2 

that these people who cannot accept us 
as we are never were true friends. 

Our energies can then be directed toward 
cultivating new, healthier relationships. 
We all dream about finding the 

lover who will bring us happiness for- 
evermore. But even if we should find 
this dream lover, without having a 
source of strength within ourselves, 
without having other people we can share 
with and depend on, it cannot last. ‘Too 
much stress is placed on this one re- 
lationship. 

Fortunately, while the problem at 
its worst lies in denying the little things 
which might give clues to our sexuality, 
the solution also lies in confronting these 
little things. It lies in taking small 
risks in sharing. 

If we are too nervous to relax and 








of poetry in the Illiad and the Odyssey. 
My own task is, fortunately, far shorter. 
D.G.: You've talked about your own 
purpose in doing these songs. What do 
you want the audience to get out of them? 
A.W.: Pure enjoyment and pleasure. 
They're not symbolic or philosophical. 
They're about flesh and blood people 
whose stories simply haven't been told. 

I am their voice, especially the second 
night with Two People, when I tell the 
story of a Roman matron at the time of 
Augustus Caesar and a Celtic seer, It's 
too easy for people to be forgotten. I 
couldn't let that happen with these two. 
Their stories are just too special. 


Aeolius Wordsmith performs Exile 
Song on March 23 and Two People on 
March 20 at 8 pm. each night. Tickets 
are $3.50 for non-members of the 
Lambda Center and $3.00 for members. 


Tickets will be available at the door. 
The Lambda Center is located at 742 
Hamilton Mall, Allentown. 


allow ourselves to feel what is healthy 
to share, and with whom, the solution 
begins in recognizing that help is needed 
and seeking it out--whether with a good 
psychologist or a gay support organization. 

The answers lie within. But it 
takes a little work and courage and 
determination to find them. 

Happily, the path toward becoming 
a whole person starts with the little 
things. 


Andrew Covert 
Owner 


€/W Cleaning Service 
e HOME 


e CARPETS 
e DOMESTIC SERVICE 
e FOR INFO. CALL 


PHONE 
(215) 395-2333 


e APT. 
e OFFICE 


P.O. BOX 3294 
ALLENTOWN, PA 18706-3294 









Monday Nite Men’s Nite 
Wednesday Nite Ladies’ Nite 
Thursday - Beer Night 25° Drafts 
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7 p.m. to 2 a.m. 


Happy Hours 
Saturdays 7 - 9 p.m. 


Closed Sunday and Tuesday 
Deli Kitchen open till closing 
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SUBSCRIBE 


Subscribe now to the Le-Hi-Ho News. Only $10 a year entitles you to membership 

in Le-Hi-Ho, Inc., as well as a year's subscription to the newsletter. Don't let a 
month go by without keeping up with the exciting feature articles, local news, resource 
page, classifieds and more. Save $2 by joining for two years at only $18. 
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Mail to: Le-Hi-Ho, Inc., Box 1633, Allentown, PA 18105. 


$10 for 1 year $18 for 2 years 


$ additional contribution to Le-Hi-Ho, Inc. 


_————_——— 


BRIAN E. FOLEY 
Public Accountant 
Accounting and Bookkeeping Services 


1240 Turner St. 215-434-9852 
Allentown, PA 18102 by appointment 


ae weet 
Ow * 


De ne 
ee 








holidays 


Yona Donald Graves M.S. 
| Counseling for the Gay Community 
* * Natural FoodsCafe * * 


Fish, Poultry, & Vegetarian Cuisine 
22 W.Fourth St. Bethlehem-865344C 






867-7286 














GALENDAR 


Do you have an upcoming event, meet- 
ing, social, or happening? Remind 
everyone with a listing on the Calendar. 
It's free! 


Every Sunday 


Hotline open 7 to 10 p.m. 


Every Tuesday 


Hotline open 7 to 10 p.m. 


Every Wednesday 


Lambda Christian Community worship 
service at the Lambda Center, 7:30 
De Ne 


Every Thursday 


Drop-In Center, 10 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
at the Lambda Center. 


Every Friday 


Drop-In Center, 10 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
and 7 to 10 p.m. at the Lambda Center. 


Every Saturday 


Game Time, 3 to 7 p.m. at the Lambda 
Center. 


Saturday, March 23 
Dramatic presentation: ''Exile Song, "' 
8 p.m. at the Lambda Center. 


Sunday, March 24 
Le-Hi-Ho meeting at2 p.m. See page 


one for details. 


Film: W. C. Fields' ''Fun and Laughter, " 
4:30 p.m. at the Lambda Center. 


Monday, March 25 
Couples night at the Lambda Center, 


7 to 10 p.m. 


Tuesday, March 26 
Ukranian/Russian Easter Egg Decorating 


Class, 7 to 10p.m. at the Lambda Center. 


Thursday, March 28 

Lecture: "Child Custody and Artificial 
Insemination" by Rosalie Davies, Esq., 
7:30 p.m. at the Lambda Center. 


Saturday, March 30 


Dramatic presentation: ''Two People, "' 
8 p.m. at the Lambda Center. 





EASY PICK UPS 





Easy Pickups. Le-Hi-Ho News is 
available at: 


The Blue Bugle, 724 Main St., 
Stroudsburg. 

Lambda Center, 742 Hamilton Mall, 
Allentown. 

The Scoop, 5 South 8th St., Allentown. 


so Eat Already, 22 West 4th St., 
Bethlehem. 

Stonewall, 28-30 North 10th St., 
Allentown. 

13th St. Pub, 130 South 13th St., 
Easton, 

Women, Inc., 1203 Walnut St., 
Allentown. 








Mon., Tue. & Thur. 
1/2 price till 11:00 


Wed. 1/2 price till 12:00 








CLASSIFIEDS 


ANNOUNCING FREE CLASSIFIEDS! 
For a limited time, we are offering 
free classifieds to subscribers and 
local non-profit organizations. All 
others pay 15¢ a word, $2.00 minimum. 





HAPPY BIRTHDAY 


You mean you know someone who had a 
birthday this month and you didn't wish 
them a Happy Birthday in the News? 
What kind of friend are you? Plan 
ahead next time! (First names only. ) 


HELP WANTED 


Editor is needed for the Le-Hi-Ho 
News for the '85-'86 year, starting 
with the September issue. There are 
only three issues left this year (April, 
May, June) so training needs to start 
soon. 


Production Crew members needed 
to help assemble the newsletter once 
a month. Contact the Editor. 


Salesperson needed one or two after- 
noons a month to contact current ad- 
vertisers and find new ones. Help us 
expand the newsletter. Lots of contacts, 
no pay. Write the Editor. 


Gay and Lesbian Hotline of the Lehigh 


Valley needs volunteers. You will be 
trained in information referral and crisis 
intervention. Call the Hotline at 433-5444, 


JOBS WANTED 

Sparkle 'n Shine Specialist. House or 
apartment cleaning in the Lehigh Valley. 
Weekly, bi-weekly, or monthly rates 
available. Contact Gail c/o Le-Hi-Ho 
News. 


File cabinets and bookcases are needed 
to house the Le-Hi-Ho library and 
archives of the last 15 years. The 
collection will be kept at the Lambda 
Center. 


ORGANIZATIONS 


Dignity is forming a chapter in the Lehigh 
Valley. To find out more, write: Dignity, 
Box 297, Harrisburg, PA 17108. 


Presbyterians for Lesbian/G ay Concerns, 


working for full participation in the 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). Monthly 
newsletter, local support groups, 
national conferences. Write: PLGC, 
c/o James D. Anderson, Box 38, New 
Brunswick, NJ 08903. 


Bridge or poker players interested in 


getting together for card games. Contact 
Wayne Writer at 432-3878. 


Where's your beef? Do you have a 


complaint, compliment, question or 
opinion? Express yourself! Send it 

to Mail--and Femail--Thoughts, Le-Hi- 
Ho News, Box 1633, Allentown, PA 
18105. 





Phone: 717—424-5999 
DANCING & ENTERTAINMENT 


BLUE BUGLE BAR 


““Come Blow Your Horn” 


Established 1957 


724 MAIN STREET 
STROUDSBURG, PA. 18306 


Your Hosts 
DAVID & HANS 








David Wallace 


Piano Instruction 
Theory & Harmony 


\ 
217 N. 11th Street 


(215) 435-0919 Allentown, PA 18102 
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Sandwiches 5 South 8th St., Allentown 432-3378 


— A// our sandwiches are made on whole wheat pita bread 
and served with alfalfa sprouts grown rignt in the store 








to assure you of their freshness. The cheese we use is B 

Monterey Jack, an unprocessed semi-soft cheese with everages 

a mild creamy flavor. We mix several spices and fresh 

parsley into our herbed mayonnaise to give it a distinc- — Apple Juice.............. .70 Sm. 7.00 Lg. 

tive flavor, We care about the food we serve. /f you Nave Unfiltered with no preservatives 

any Suggestions or problems, please let us know. Enjoy. — Fresh Lemonede.......... .70Sm- 1.00 Lg. 
es OU WOUND cc ca ook suc sas cevaneuuant 1.85 eS 

Garden vegetables heated in a tamari and ginger — Herbed iceTea.................. eee 70 

marinade, topped with shredded cheese, herbed — Coke, Root Beer, 

mayonnaise, and sprouts. GingerAle......... .50Sm. .75 Med. .98 Lg. 
— Mushroom and Cheese ................... 2.15 


GRIER EE oo oo +4 sbbea ates bee & es .95 
A poor man's ice cream soda made with milk, syrup 
and seltzer. 


Fresh mushroom slices coupled with Monterey 
Jack cheese, grated carrots and sprouts. 


— Miss Piggy Wedge ....................... 2.40 aw: Parrige We006 5. OE ie ocd cca cae .80 
Virginia ham slices, Jack cheese and tomato 
weages with mayonnaise and a spicy mustard — Coffee, Tea,Sanka..................... 45 
dressing. NS a ee Oe ae ee re 55 
ee RGR OG: 5b én AM Doe tis xh 1.95 Cinnamon, Mint, and Apple. 


Tangy tabouli salad, Jack cheese, grated carrots 


and our herbed mayonnaise. ‘et I j 
— Ham and Egg 2.40 Goods 


8&6 258 016.469 6 8:4 6.8 Ee 2:2. 95.6 06.6 


Virginia ham and sliced egg with tomatoes, sprouts 


; — Scoop Chocolate Brownies.........__. 

and herbed mayonnaise. Rich and c? jaldeh Witt muniaee 0. ee -65 

en GS WEES oS wise eS cle 1.95 Carrot Cak 
aia oe x3 
Zesty chick pea spread withcucumbersiices, = jj.  .  —=wSiTOUUane .......... 5 105 @ 4 wielw wd &) 4:05 sai 1.15 
grated carrots and alfaifa sprouts. “ oist and fresh, made with coconut and wainuts. 
— Cowboy Cookies ......... 

mn OW Osment Breen. 5 bok 's'. eaves s bvec'e's 2.15 deen ee .45 

Marinated sliced tofu with hummus, sliced oe with carob chips, coconut 

mushrooms, grated carrots and sprouts. 
aw lusty ine Baeket 262. ok. ee oe aod 2.30 


Sicad tuchey brane’: Gama aeecnen: deuaied bh Iee Cream Treats 


herbed mayonnaise dressing. 


+70 Sm. 1.20 ¥3 
an Deine WEES 26 2055s kOe. CLEATS 1.95 — Scoop ice Cream .... : 
Monterey Jack cheese, sunflower seeds, tomato Our own brand of all natura/ ice cream served in 
wedges, cucumber slices and sprouts with herbed cups and on cones. 
mayonnaise. — Haagen Dazs ......... 1.10 Sm. 2.00 Lg. 
— Charlie Sent’Ya Sandwich ................. 2.10 All natural gourmet ice cream for those who want 
Tasty tuna salad made with chopped egg, celery the very best. Served in cups only. 
and onions, served with tomato wedges and aifaifa — Chocolate Freak-Out ....... 2... 6. cece neue 2.35 
Sprouts. A chocolate lover's dream! Fudge brownie topped 
maMonpy Cam. 25 ie 1.75 with a scoop of chocolate chip Haagen Dazs, hot 
aicaece egg die with chopped ripe olives, fresh fudge, whipped cream and chocolate sprinkles. 
tomato wedges, sprouts and mayonnaise. ~ Banana Spiit ..... Scoop 2.00 Haagen Dazs 3.00 
ane TRO CHO WOGGO . . 5.0 cc carsdee ee ae. 3.00 Three scoops of your favorite ice cream split a ripe 
Roast turkey dent Virginia ham, and Monterey banana, drenched with hot fudge, pineapple and 
Jack cheese with tomato weages, herbed dressing strawberry topping, whipped cream and peanuts. 
and alfaifa sprouts. Ce ee er 1.75 


A scoop of your favorite Haagen Dazs ice cream 


Soups & Salads ee 


— Thick Milk Shakes. Scoop 1.65 Haagen Oazs 2.25 


SY Fuk... ee CLE 88 cup 1.25 bowl — /ce Cream Sodas... Scoop 1.65 Haagen Oazs 2.25 
With pita bread. 


— Soup of the Week............. 95 cup 1.35 bowl Hours 
With pita bread. 


ee PTE ree ee 1.68 cup 2.15 bowl WINTER 

Served with fresh combread. (seasone/) Mon. Tues. Wed. Thurs. Fri. Sat. Sun. 
— German Style Potato Saiad................. 85 11-7 (19-7 «19-7 «611-9 ~—-11*7__11-§:30 Closed 

With fresh parsiey. SUMMER 

Taboull Seiad 35 Mon. Tues. Wed. Thurs. § Fri. Sat. Sun. 
aie HE CS ww ee ace Madea whaleavebaceon : ; 

Cracked wheat, chopped onions, parsiey, tomatoes 11-9 —————_ _Coosed 


with a hint of mint and lemon juice. 





